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PREFABRICATION NEEDS A NEW APPROACH TO DESIGN

If you turn to the photograph of the old iron house at Tipton Green
you will realise at once that here is a new type of construction that has
called forth a new expression in design. Here is a genuine iron house and
one that looks as though it is. So it was with the Crystal Palace, a frank
expression of the repetitive methods of production employed, resulting in
a work of architecture which became a subject of pilgrimage for architects
all over the globe. We have suffered a recession since then.

The designers of the 1920*8 in this country suffered from itn inferiority
complex and were only too conscious that their work was regarded merely
as a substitute. A natural corollary of this attitude was that the prefabri-
cated designs, whether in steel, or concrete, or cast iron, were woven
"ground traditional plans and given, as nearly as may be, a traditional ex-
terior. These houses were made with consummate success to look like
rendered brick buildings and it is only by close investigation that the tell-
tale scale of the steel sheets or concrete blocks reveals itself. More than
that, domestic architecture in the country was at the time being cast on
artificially " traditional " lines and so far as they were able, the structural
innovators followed like sheep in the prevailing fashion. It was the same
in other countries. By and large, the German steel house looked like a
wattle and daub Bavarian cottage and the latest achievement of series pro-
duction in America was dressed up as a Colonial or Cape Cod masterpiece.

This was not entirely the fault
of the designer. One pioneer type,
American Motohomes, with its
brilliant Architect-Sponsor Robert
McCaughlin was brought out in
1932. With steel sheeting, alu-
minium cover strip and the first
commercialised kitchen-bathroom
Ni&it, this had met with so limited
a. response from the Great Amer-
ican Public that by 1935 it had
developed the prevailing timber
siding to cover its nakedness and
was being offered in the usual
immaculate historical styles.

All too often no designer of com-
petence was employed on the work
and, even when a contemporary
solution was sought, it was shallow
and what we contemptuously refer
to as " moderne."

72. American Houses Irte.'s original Motohomes
(1932). A pressed steel tubular frame sup-
ports "sandwich" panels of asbestos and
plywood on a core of insulating materials.
They are held in place with an aiu minium cover
strip.

American Houses Inc's American Cottage
(1936), Pressed steel frames support insula-
tion infill and interior lining. External timber
siding is put on at the site.